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U.S. Senator Rob Portman 
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AGENDAAGENDA

pp MAKING A DIFFERENCEMAKING A DIFFERENCEp p 
“I am truly thankful for the help, kindness, [and] treatment that I received right 

from the first person I talked to. I was very upset and at a very low point 
and that first person gave me gentle kindness.”

•
“I thought [my attorney] was a class act and so easy to talk with 

and so very concerned with the case.”

•
“Thank you for helping me stick up for myself. I couldn’t have done it without you.”

•
“I am so grateful there is legal help for low income people when I needed it.”
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U.S. Senator Rob Portman (R-Ohio)

Rob Portman is a United States Senator from the state 
of Ohio. He was elected in 2010, running a campaign 
that focused on commonsense conservative ideas to help 
create jobs and get the deficit under control. Rob won with 
a margin of 57 to 39 percent, winning 82 of Ohio’s 88 
counties.

Rob was born and raised in Cincinnati, where he lives 
today with his wife Jane, and their three children, Jed, Will 
and Sally. He grew up in a small business family, where he 
learned early on the value of hard work, leadership, and 
fiscal responsibility. When Rob was young, his dad, Bill 
Portman, borrowed money to start Portman Equipment 
Company, where Rob and his brother and sister all worked 

while growing up. His father, and then his brother, built the family business from a small forklift truck 
dealership with five employees, with Rob’s mom as the bookkeeper, to one that employed more than 
300 people. Rob became a lawyer and developed his own private practice, representing Portman 
Equipment Company and other small businesses. In 1993, Rob was a partner in the Cincinnati law 
firm of Graydon, Head and Ritchey when he was elected to Congress, where he represented the 
diverse, seven county Second District in southern Ohio. He was proud to serve the Second District 
for twelve years, and in seven elections, he never received less than seventy percent of the vote.

During his time representing the Second District, Rob earned a reputation as a serious leader 
who focused on results. Rob was actively involved in crafting and promoting the historic welfare 
reform efforts as a member of the committee that wrote the legislation, and he was a forceful 
advocate of the balanced budget that passed in 1997. Rob gained the respect of both Republican 
and Democratic colleagues through his successful, bipartisan legislative initiatives, including several 
measures he authored to increase retirement savings, reform the IRS and add over fifty new taxpayer 
rights, curb unfunded mandates, reduce taxes, and expand drug prevention and land conservation 
efforts.

In 2005, Rob left Congress when he was asked to serve as the United States Trade 
Representative, the Cabinet-level official responsible for implementing and enforcing U.S. trade policy. 
In his one year in the job, Rob was successful in reducing barriers to U.S. exports and increasing 
enforcement of trade laws to help level the playing field for American farmers, workers and service 
providers. Under his leadership, American exports increased and the U.S. brought successful legal 
challenges against international trade law violations.

Following his accomplishments as Trade Representative, Rob was asked to serve in another 
Cabinet post, this time as Director of the Office of Management and Budget. A deficit hawk, Rob 
made his mark by proposing a balanced budget, fighting irresponsible earmarks, and putting in place 
new transparency measures for all federal spending.

During his first term in the U.S. Senate, Rob authored the Senate Republican Jobs Plan, a 
seven-point agenda for creating jobs in Ohio and around the country through commonsense 
policies including tax reform, regulatory reform, and skills training. He has been a champion for 
underprivileged children, an advocate for policies that reduce poverty and increase opportunity, and a 
leader on expanding exports and American energy production. Rob has continued the work he began 
in the House of Representatives on drug abuse prevention and treatment and, through his efforts 
as part of the Senate Caucus to End Human Trafficking, he has played an important role in helping 
abused and exploited people around the world.

Portman is a member of the Finance Committee, Committee On Homeland Security And 
Governmental Affairs, Energy And Natural Resources Committee, and Committee On The Budget. He 
is also Chairman of the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERKEYNOTE SPEAKER
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Business and Industry Association

Catholic Medical Center

Charter Trust

Downs Rachlin & Martin

FairPoint Communications

Gallagher, Callahan & Gartrell

Getman, Schulthess & Steere, P.A. 

Jackson Lewis

Lincoln Financial

Primmer Piper Eggleston & Cramer

Unitil Corporation

Upton & Hatfield

Wadleigh, Starr & Peters

Warren B. Rudman Center

WMUR-TV

pp LIBERTY SPONSORSpp

pp EVENT PARTNERSEVENT PARTNERSpp
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Legal Advice & Referral Center 

and
New Hampshire Legal Assistance
Overlapping Board of Directors

Bridget Anderson, Concord, NH
Ken Bartholomew, Rath, Young & Pignatelli, PC

Dana Bisbee, Devine, Millimet & Branch PA
Karen J. Borgstrom, Dartmouth-Hitchcock       

Peter W. Brown, Preti Flaherty 
Deborah Butler, 1911 Office*

William L. Chapman, Orr & Reno PA
Michael Delaney, McLane, Graf, Raulerson & Middleton

Lisa DiBrigida, Child Health Services*
Larry Edelman, Piece Atwood LLP

Samantha Elliott, Gallagher, Callahan & Gartrell, P.C.
James Fitts, Harvest Capital+

Jonathan S. Frizzell, Waystack Frizzell
Bobbie Hantz, Sheehan, Phinney, Bass + Green PA*

Douglas P. Hill, Gilford, NH
Abigail Sykas Karoutas, Sykas Law Office

Quinn Kelley, Boyle, Shaughnessy & Campo
James D. Kerouac, Wadleigh, Starr & Peters, PLLC 

Robert Langlois, Nashua, NH+
Tara Marvel, Henniker, NH

Kim Norwood, Laconia, NH
John J. Pelletier, Sr., Nashua, NH

Anne Phillips, New Hampshire Charitable Foundation 
Joseph Plaia, Plaia LLC*

Deborah Kane Rein, Rein Mediation
Darlene Schmidt-Brandt, Bellweather Community Credit Union*

Patrick Sheehan, Sulloway & Hollis PLLC*
Denise Webb, Hudson, NH

*NHLA Only
+LARC Only
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117 North State Street  • Concord, NH 03301 • 603.206.2228 

www.nh-cls.org

The Campaign for Legal Services is a joint fundraising initiative 
to support New Hampshire’s civil legal aid programs: 

Legal Advice & Referral Center (LARC) 
New Hampshire Legal Assistance (NHLA)

These organizations provide free civil legal services to our 
state’s most vulnerable residents.  

Working hard for clients who otherwise could not afford legal 
representation, LARC and NHLA help low-income clients obtain equal 

access to justice. Typical clients are victims seeking safety from domestic 
abuse, veterans navigating bureaucratic systems to secure earned 

benefits, people with disabilities working to obtain health care, seniors 
needing protection from financial exploitation, 

and families fighting to keep safe housing. 

Private donations to the Campaign for Legal Services change lives. 
Contributions will support the promise of equal justice for all. 

Visit the Campaign’s web site to make a secure, tax-deductible, 
online donation at www.nh-cls.org. For more information about the 

Campaign for Legal Services or to discuss legacy giving, 
call 603-206-2228.
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